LITERATURE ;   GRIHVA  SUTRAS.                   539
belonged to the Epic Age.    The   Sutrakdra   Apasfamba
probably flourished In the gth century B. C.
Dr. Buhler, translating the Dharona Sutra of Apas-
iamba slates thai Apastamba was probably born or
naturalised in the powerful Andhra kingdom of South
India^ with its capital near Amatabati, on the lower
Krishna and founded his'Sutra school there, His date is
supposed to be the 4th century B. C. Mr. R. C, Dutt
gives it as 5th century B, C, Apastamba speaks of thesix
Vedangas, the Prior Miraansa and the VedaBtt pbtlo*
spphy &c,5 from which and other reasons we conclude
that Apastamba lived in the gth century B. C, or there
about,'
The Grihya Sutras give the rules necessary to fix
the details of domestic rites and social ceremonies per-
formed at marriage, at child-birth, at his first feeding, at
his assuming studentship &c
We still practise those rites and ceremonies almost
unaltered io names and styles.
The Asvalayatia and Saokbyatia Grihya Sutras belong
to the Rig-Veda, The Paraskara Grihya Sutra belongs
to the White Yajur Veda along with the Khidsra which
is an abstract oC Gobhiia Grihya Sutra of the SamaVeda
translated by Dr, H. oldenb&rg. GobSiiSaV work is
edited by Pandit Satyavrata Samasramln with excellent
notes.
In most cases we have only fragments of the Sutra
literature left,
The entire Kalp^ Sutra of Apastamba, still extant,
has 30 sections, The first 24 of these deal with Vedic